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GREGORY CALCUTT � RETIREMENT 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman � Attorney General) [12.10 pm]: I rise to inform the house that this state�s 
Parliamentary Counsel, Gregory Calcutt, AM, SC, will be retiring after approximately 38 years of being one of 
this state�s leading government lawyers.  

Mr Calcutt joined the then Crown Law Department on 2 February 1971 and became a member of the 
Parliamentary Counsel�s Office early in his career. He was appointed Deputy Parliamentary Counsel in 1985 and 
has been the Parliamentary Counsel for Western Australia since June 1989. He was awarded the Order of 
Australia in 2003 and became Senior Counsel in 2004. 

All members of this house who have been involved in debates concerning the major legislation that has been 
considered in this Parliament during the past two decades would have appreciated Mr Calcutt�s legal skills and 
excellent drafting ability. For example, he has drafted many of the amendments to this state�s Constitution, the 
electoral legislation, the State Administrative Tribunal�s legislation, as well as commonwealth and state 
cooperative legislation such as offshore laws, terrorism statutes and the Corporations Law referral legislation.  

Mr Calcutt has also been a leading member of the Parliamentary Counsel�s Committee, which drafts bills for the 
Standing Committee of Attorneys-General. A recent example was the Defamation Act by which uniform 
defamation law has now been achieved. Mr Calcutt has also provided high-level legal and constitutional advice 
to not only former Attorneys General, but also other ministers, government agencies and members and officers 
of this house.  

As Parliamentary Counsel, Mr Calcutt has nurtured and developed a team of excellent draftspersons who ensure 
that the government�s proposals and amendments effected in this house are turned into Western Australian 
legislation that is readable, comprehensive and consistent. Although it may not be appreciated by all members in 
the community, having such state legislation, which implements policies agreed upon by this Parliament, makes 
a significant contribution to the legal framework within which the community, business and government operates 
in this state. To a considerable extent over the past two decades the person responsible for this achievement has 
been Mr Calcutt. 

Most notably, since 1971 Mr Calcutt has had to deal with elected members of Parliament of all political 
persuasions and of all levels of drafting ability and expertise. Perhaps the only commonality amongst all the 
politicians with whom Mr Calcutt has dealt in his long career is that they all, despite good evidence to the 
contrary, mistakenly felt that they knew best when it came to the drafting process. No doubt this has made Mr 
Calcutt�s task at times difficult and delicate, and the Parliament recognises him for his grace and forbearance. 

I am sure that I express the sentiments of all members of this house when I, on behalf of the government, 
members of this house and all Western Australians, thank Mr Calcutt for a job well done and wish him and his 
family all the best in his retirement. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
 


